90                       Pope Pius XI
Every letter, every piece of news for the Pope passes
through his hands, and he is himself responsible for the
appointment of every Nuncio and directs the diplomatic
work of the Vatican throughout the world. AH the other
advisors of the Pope deal with such Church matters as
dogma, discipline and devotion. In the old days the
Secretary of State was also Prime Minister of the Temporal
States,
In a study like this which tries to deal as little as possible
with the religious side of the Church's affairs and mainly
with its external political relations, there is nobody who
is of more importance than the Cardinal Secretary of
State; but when the Pope is as autocratic and as inde-
pendent as the present one, the Cardinal Secretary loses
a little, although not much, of his influence.
The present Cardinal Secretary of State is an authority
on Germany, where he was for a number of years Nuncio.
It might also be said that he is a man who on the whole
does not greatly approve of Fascism. He is greatly
interested in everything concerning the New World, and
his recent visit to the United States was a matter of no
small importance.
Next to the Cardinal Secretary in importance must come
the Cardinal Vicario, who governs the diocese of Rome
itself. This includes supervision over all foreign, Colleges
and Houses, priests, the ordination of priests and the
running of a model diocese*
Next comes the organisation dealing with the Mission-
aries, and the head of this department is the Cardinal
Prefect of Propaganda. The new Propaganda College in
Rome is one of the finest and most modern of buildings,
made possible by the monies obtained by the Pope after